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preferable to that proposed in the French Parliament. This is a 
practical book, dealing with one of the most important questions of 
the day. It is worth consulting as a contribution to the problem of 
the relations between the proletarians and the capitalists. 

L' evolution religieuse et les legendes du christianisme. By G. L. 
Duprat. Paris, 1904. Pp. 76. 
The author has only drawn here the outline of a more complete 
work. He argues that every religion is a natural fact subject to the 
laws of natural evolution. He contests Spencer's conception that 
religions are derived forms of the exercise of political power. But 
his arguments are not conclusive. The first part of M. Duprat's 
work is not clear. One must read it several times to catch the mean- 
ing of the author, and even then one is not quite sure to understand 
exactly his thought. The second part, regarding the legends of 
Christianity, is much clearer. After having rapidly studied the 
religious feeling in Christianity, he examines the account of Jesus 
and Mary, and lastly primitive Christianity. In this last chapter he 
treats carefully the question of the persecutions under Nero, and 
concludes that tradition is inaccurate; the citations of Tacitus, for 
example, are mere interpolations. In short, this little volume is an 
interesting contribution to religious sociology. 

A. and H. Hamon. 



The American Family: A Sociological Problem. By Frank 
N. Hagar. New York: The University Publishing So- 
ciety, 1905. Pp. 196. 
The author brings to his task the special training of a lawyer 
and considerable reading in the history of institutions. He dis- 
cusses sex, theories of primitive and historical forms of domestic 
life, the decadence of the Yankees, occupations of women, mat- 
rimonial law, divorce, free love, education, industrial influences, 
democracy. It is a serious work with a conservative purpose. 
Perhaps the most useful and instructive parts are the discussions of 
the decadence in the Yankee stock, the danger of foreign inunda- 
tion, and the law of property affecting husband and wife. Even 
here we must turn to Howard for adequate information about the 
law. The dithyrambic passages in praise of romantic love, which 
the author calls "intervals of literary rests and elucidations that 
may appeal to the artistic sense," are precisely the hardest passages 
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for an academic audience to understand, though they may be 
pleasing in certain hours when one yearns to hear about things 
ineffable. But the student wishes the solid facts of the discussion 
might be bound by themselves without the interruption of the "lit- 
erary rests" which really fatigue. The definition of "love" given by 
Felix Adler in his remarkable little volume on Marriage and 
Divorce is more satisfactory; although Mr. Hagar's earnest treat- 
ment commands respect. We should like to have him develop 
more fully his argument in chaps. 13, 14, and 21, where court prac- 
tice would yield valuable illustrations. The volume illustrates the 
fact that men with legal training can render a valuable service to 
sociology by calling attention to the obstacles to progress which the 
law itself presents when it is no longer fitted to contemporary con- 
ditions. 

C. R. Henderson. 



Benevolent Institutions, 1904: Special Report of Bureau of the 
Census, Department of Commerce and Labor. Washington : 
Government Printing Office. 

This report treats of the operation of benevolent institutions, 
including the movement of institutional population during 1904 
and financial statistics for 1903. The investigation was directed by 
Mr. John Koven, expert special agent, with valuable labor in 
collecting and arranging materials by Mr. W. A. King and Mr. J. 
H. Garber. This statement guarantees the highest possible accuracy 
in method of inquiry and arrangement of results. 

The data were collected from the institutions themselves, and no 
effort was made to take personal schedules of inmates. Five classes 
of institutions were presented: (1) orphanages, children's homes, 
and nurseries; (2) hospitals and dispensaries; (3) permanent 
homes for adults, or adults and children ; (4) temporary homes for 
adults and children; (5) schools and homes for the deaf and blind. 
Almshouses, public and "private hospitals for the insane, and schools 
for the feeble-minded are not included, but will be discussed in 
special reports. No attempt was made to collect statistics of out- 
door relief. 

The quality of this work is so excellent that all students and 
administrators are uniting to urge Congress to extend the scope 



